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Have you had to hide your sport from a parent? 
EJ’s father did not know that she played basketball until she was on 
national TV! Despite not being very tall, EJ Lee Smith was one of 
the best college basketball players to ever play the sport! She 
won many awards both in college and professionally.

Standing at just five feet, six inches, EJ Lee Smith did 
not look like a basketball star. But on the court, she seemed 
to have eyes in the back of her head. As a point guard 
for Northeast Louisiana University (NLU, now the 
University of Louisiana at Monroe), EJ found a way to 
reach her forwards with no-look lob and behind-the-
back passes. She would rack up points as well,  
averaging 18.8 points per game during her four years 
in college. EJ was named the No. 1 point guard in 
the nation in 1986, and she held records at the 
university for the most free throws made, most 
assists, most steals, most games played, and 
highest assist average, just to name a few 
areas in which she excelled.

Born in Gimje, South Korea, EJ was the youngest 
of five children. When her school decided to start 
a basketball team, the coach asked her mother if 
EJ could join. EJ’s mother, a short-distance runner, 
decided to let her play but kept it from her husband, 
who didn’t think girls should participate in sports.

After graduating from Soongeui High School, EJ played for 
Korea’s semiprofessional league before accepting a scholarship at 
NLU. She arrived on campus not speaking a word of English. She 
became one of the most popular students on campus, known for her 
warm personality as well as her basketball skills.

After graduating from college in 1986, EJ played basketball 
professionally in Sweden and Italy. She was named Most Valuable 
Player for both seasons in Europe. (The WNBA would not exist for 
10 more years.)

Teresa Weatherspoon, four-time WNBA All-Star and Olympic 
gold medalist, described EJ as “one of the greatest [point guards] 
that I’ve played against. . . . She could do some things that not many 
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(Eun Jung) 

EJ Lee Smith
She is a basketball superstar that few know about.

“The best female point guard I’ve ever seen.”
—Dale Brown,  

Louisiana State University Men’s Head Coach
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Have you ever tried to ride a wave? You can do that 
with your body, a boogie board, or a surfboard. Anona Napoleon 
loved riding the waves. She surfed and kayaked with her brothers. 
When she as 19 years old, tragedy struck. A diving accident left her 
paralyzed. Doctors did not think she would recover. One year later, 
however, she made a full recovery. Not only was she able to compete 
in the 1961 International Mākaha Surfing Competition, but she was 
crowed the winner!

                            A champion surfer and kayaker, Anona Napoleon  
                                         was also one of the first women to paddle  
                                             across the Ka’iwi Channel in a kayak. Anona  
                                               was born in 1941 into a celebrated  
                                                Hawaiian surfing family and grew up  
                                                tagging along after her older brothers and  
                                               their friends. As a teenager, she was one of  
                                            the few girls who would surf the big waves. In  
                                       1964, Anona married one of her brothers’ friends,  
                               Nappy Napoleon. He was also a champion outrigger 
canoe paddler and steersman.

Anona was also a champion paddler. She narrowly missed 
making the 1960 and 1964 Olympic two-person kayaking team. The 
most difficult race, however, was in Hawaii’s Ka’iwi Channel. For 
27 years, women were not allowed to compete in the Molokai Hoe 
outrigger canoe competition, crossing the Ka’iwi Channel’s 41 miles 
of dangerous open ocean. In 1975, her team was one of two  
all-female teams to successfully cross the Ka’iwi Channel. Her 
team also won the women’s world championship of paddling,  
Nā Wāhine o Ke Kai, in 1979, 1987, 1988, and 1989. In 
1988, she came in first at the International Polynesian 
Canoe World Sprint Championships in Fiji.

Not only a gifted athlete, Anona also excelled 
in the classroom. She earned a PhD in education 
at the University of Hawaii, where her work 
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“It’s about aloha. Be humble, show your aloha 
freely to everyone, and above all, have fun.”

—Anona Napoleon

After a diving  
accident, she was told 

that she would never walk 
again. One year later, 
she became a surfing 

champion.
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Do you speak one language? 
Korean American athlete Chloe Kim was born 
in California and spoke both Korean and 
English fluently. When she was eight, she 
moved to Geneva to learn French, her 
third language. Even though she was 
very young, her parents did not go 
with her. She lived with her aunt and trained with the 
Swiss national snowboarding team. When she won 
gold at the South Korea Winter Olympics, she was able 
to give interviews in Korean.

Chloe Kim is the youngest snowboarder to win an 
Olympic gold medal. She was just 17 years old when she landed 
back-to-back 1080-degree spins in the women’s snowboard halfpipe 
event at the 2016 Winter Olympics in PyeongChang, South Korea.

Chloe’s parents, Jong Jin Kim and Boran Yun Kim, immigrated 
from South Korea to the United States in 1982. Chloe was born in 
Long Beach and raised in Torrance, California. Her father intro-

duced her to snowboarding when 
she was four years old and put her on 
the snowboarding team at Mountain 
High Resort when she was six years 
old because it was less expensive 
than lessons.

After training two years in 
Switzerland, Chloe returned to the 

United States and continued her training at Mammoth Mountain. 
She began competing at a professional level when she was 12.

Chloe earned a place on the U.S. Olympic team in 2014, but, at 
age 13, she had to stay home because the minimum age to compete 
was 15. At the X games in 2015, she became the youngest snow-
boarder, male or female, to win gold.

Competing in the 2016 Olympics was a homecoming of sorts. 
Chloe’s relatives in South Korea were able to watch her compete for 
the first time. Able to bridge both cultures, Chloe gave interviews 
in fluent Korean, noting that her Korean relatives didn’t approve 
of her goal initially because it wasn’t the more typical ambition of 

Chloe 
Kim
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“ Just because I’m 
young doesn’t mean 
I didn’t work hard to 
get where I am.”

—Chloe Kim

She is the youngest snowboarder  to win gold at the X Games and Winter Olympics.


