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Annotation (just for us)
What’s a more universal experience than sharing a meal? Food brings people together, connects communities, and unites 

generations through tradition. In this moderated panel, four authors will discuss how food is a multidimensional 
cross-curricular topic that encompasses nonfiction, historical, and cultural texts, offers research opportunities, and 

engenders a love of reading.



A Little Icebreaker

What is the one food you could eat for the 
rest of your life (nutrition is not an issue), 
OR what is one food you hope to never eat 

again?



Introductions



Jenny Seiler
After spending 19 years as a middle school ELA 

teacher, Jenny currently serves as the 
Secondary Language Arts and Literacy 

Coordinator for St. Vrain Valley Schools, 
located in Longmont, Colorado.

Her favorite food to enjoy with others is ice 
cream and she is solidly on #teamcandycorn, 

because it is the only corn worth eating.



M.O. Yuksel
M.O. (Mindy) Yuksel is the author of picture books: IN MY 

MOSQUE, ONE WISH: Fatima al-Fihri and the World’s Oldest 
University, RAMADAN KAREEM, SAMI’S SPECIAL GIFT: An 

Eid al-Adha Story, and PRINCE OF STARS: The Story of Ulugh 
Beg. For more information about Mindy, visit her online at 
www.moyuksel.com and on Instagram @moyuksel.author

http://www.moyuksel.com


Lisa Wyzlic
Lisa Wyzlic  is the author of picture books HAROLD THE 

ICEBERG MELTS DOWN and HAROLD THE ICEBERG IS 
NOT A SUPER FOOD (June 2024). For more information 
about Lisa, visit her online at lisawyzlicbooks.com and 

on socials @lisawyzlicbooks



Mia Wenjen
Mia is the co-founder of Aquent and co-creator of Read 
Your World Celebrates Multicultural Children’s Book Day. 
Her books include Food for the Future: Sustainable Farms 

Around the World, Sumo Joe, Boxer Baby Battles Bedtime!, 
Asian Pacific American Heroes, and Changing the Game: 
Asian Pacific American Female Athletes. To learn more, 

check out her blog, PragmaticMom.com, and follow her on 
social media @PragmaticMom.



Josh Funk is a software engineer and the author of books like 
the Lady Pancake & Sir French Toast series, How to Code a 

Sandcastle, Dear Unicorn, Dear Dragon, My Pet Feet, the  It's 
Not a Fairy Tale series, Lost in the Library, and more. For 

more information about Josh, visit him at joshfunkbooks.com 
and on social media at @joshfunkbooks.

Josh Funk



Josh, what is it about the 
adventures of a pancake and French 

toast living inside a refrigerator 
that resonates with young readers?





Mindy, can you share examples of Muslim 
stories or narratives that incorporate 

the theme of food as a means of cultural 
representation and storytelling?



Resources 







Resources



Lisa, how does the use of food as 
characters enhance the connections 

made in Harold?







Mia, How does your book about different 
types of farms all over the world, allow 

students to make meaningful 
connections?







Read-Alike
Suggestions









Questions



Where to Find Us
NCTE Sessions / Signings / Luncheons Website(s) Socials

Josh Funk

Fri 2-3:15pm: H.33
Fri 5-5:45pm DEAR UNICORN Signing

at Penguin booth #208
Sat 12-1pm THE GREAT CAPER CAPER

Signing at Union Square booth #725
Sat 2:45-4pm: M.33
Sun 9-10:15am: O.10

joshfunkbooks.com Everywhere:
@joshfunkbooks

Mia Wenjen (none remaining)
pragmaticmom.com

MiaWenjen.com
MulticulturalChildrensBookDay.com

Everywhere: 
@PragmaticMom

Lisa Wyzlic (none remaining) lisawyzlicbooks.com Everywhere: 
@lisawyzlicbooks

M.O. Yuksel

Fri 12:30-1:45pm G.26
Fri 2-3:15pm H.38
Sat 12:30-2:30pm Children’s Book 
Awards Luncheon

moyuksel.com IG: 
@moyuksel.author



CREDITS: This presentation template was 
created by Slidesgo, and includes icons by 

Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik Thanks!
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